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Theatres, 


Drury Lane.—This house has been 
crowded every night during the week, and 
hundreds have not been able to gain admis- 
sion, The pantomime now goes on admirably, 
and the machinery works capitally since the 
first night. Of the two scenes on which the 
management and the artists have bestowed 
the greatest cost and care, the first, “ The 
Grotto of the Pixies,” is the most perfect and 
fanciful illusion we have ever beheld. The 
stage represents a beautiful stalactite cavern, 
or rather a vista of marine caverns, extending 
far as the eye can reach, peopled with fairies 
floating in the moonlit waters. One hun- 
dred beautiful girls crowd the stage or glide 
along the waves nearest to the spectator; in 
the middle distance, the perspective is pre- 
served by children being introduced, and more 
distant still, Marionette figures represent the 
diminishing forms of the water nymphs. 
This scene, which is surpassingly gorgeous 
and brilliant, is constructed on the expanding 
and unfolding principle, which, by clever 
mechanical contrivances, causes the scene first 
presented to the spectator to develope itself in 
an extraordinary manner into “ something 
new and strange,” of exquisite fancy and ele- 
gant design. The dancing of the numerous 
corps de ballet was of a very superior descrip- 
tion. Madlles. Morlarcha and Balbo, the 


premieres danseuses, executed a variety of 


pas in the highest style of art. Prism, the 


Queen of the Fairies, was gracefully per- 
sonated by Miss Ellen Howard; and Crystal- 
line, her principal attendant, had a remarkably 
pretty and vivacious ig sr mace” in Miss 
Grace Darley. The harlequinade, which 
commences in this scene, is unusually strong 
in muscular humour. There are two Harle- 
quins (Signors Milano and St. Maine), two 
Clowns (Messrs. Harry Boleno and Flex- 
more), two Pantaloons (Messrs. Tanner and 
Beckingham), two Columbines (Madame 
Boleno and Miss Sharpe), and a whole army 
of Sprites, like crimson lizards—very clever. 
We cannot attempt to particularize all the 
waggeries, tricks, incidents, contrivances, fun, 
frolic, and jokery of this portion of the enter- 
tainment—the best we have seen for many a 
Christmas. The most noticeable portions 
were a delineation of Old London, which 
changes, with all its characteristics, to a re- 
presentation of a modern street in its altered 
condition. The scene in which a set of 
housemaids, armed with mops and pails, and 
drilled as volunteers, charge an invading army 
of French cooks, was performed with great 
spirit by the girls, and with great fun by the 
Clown. Flexmore, in a scene with a dandy, 
to whom he acts as servant, kept the house 
in roars. His song about “ Clowns” was 
highly relished and applauded. A “ Kentish 
Hop Garden,” a “ Well-known Brewery,” 
and a “ London Fog,” with the “ Merry Halls 
of Happy Old Christmas,” wind up the comic 
business, —At the HayMARKET the pantomime 
has been successful in every respect. Of the 





scenery we can speak in the most favourable 
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terms: the “ Spring Flower Dell,” with its 
‘conservatory of many-coloured crocuses,” in 
which the imitations of flowers, in coloured 
glass, has an exceedingly beautiful effect. 
The transformation scene is also admirably 


contrived; the opening of the Fairy Envelope | 


disclosing a succession of the most brilliant 
and beautiful combinations of light and colour, 


while groups of sylph-like forms seemed to | 
emerge from waves of molten gold and silver, | 
until the final tableau was completed amidst | 


the cheers and plaudits of a delighted audience, 
which was kept up until both the artist and 
Mr. Buckstone came forward to acknowledge 
the compliment. 
exceedingly agile and graceful as Harlequin ; 
and Mr. Charles Leclereq is a Clown who 
possesses extraordinary activity; Herr Cole, 
the Pantaloon, is a model of enduring pa- 
tience; and Miss Fanny Brown a skilful and 
graceful dancer. ‘The dancing, of which there 
is a good deal in the pantomime, is excellent. 
The political hits are few, the illusions being 
chiefly to social topics. 'The new Westmin- 


ster Bridge is shown; and, of course, plenty | 


of reference to volunteers, rifles, the Clock 
Tower, Big Ben, and the Builders’ Strike. 
The whole concludes with a cleverly painted 
dioramic view of the Channel Fleet in the 
great storm of last November, which produces 
a capital effect. ‘The scenery of the harle- 
quinade is by Messrs. O’Connor and Morris. 
— The Apgvrut has produced two new pieces, 
the “Christinas Carol,” and the “ Knight and 
the Naiads.” The burlesque was preceded by 


the dramatical version of “*The Christmas | 


Carol,” in whiich Mr. Toole’s impersonation 
of Bob Cratchit is certainly the great feature. 
It was a first rate performance, full of pathos 
and genuine humour. Mrs. Mellon’s acting 
in the part of Mrs. Cratchit was also perfectly 
natural and highly effective. The extrava- 
ganza is well written, and the parodies, of 
which there are several, are good, and were 
warmly applauded. The music is, indeed, 
generally pleasing and effective; and the 
seenery, by Messrs. Pitt and Thompson, is 
less obtrusive than the usual style of Christ- 
mas decoration. The “ Palace of Lurline, 
beneath the Rhine,” forms a brilliant picture ; 
and here a very pretty ballet divertissement, 
or “pluvial flare up,” takes place, in which 
Lurline (Miss Eliza Webb), and her atten- 
dant naiads, headed by Wavelet (Miss Laid- 
law), take part. The ascent of Sir Rupert 
the Reckless (Mrs. A. Mellon), with his 
seneschal (Mr, J. L. Toole), from Lurline’s 


Mr. Arthur Leclercq is | 


Palace beneath the river, is managed by a 
very novel contrivance of a circular staircase, 
which unfolds from a pillar of coral. ‘The 
marshalling of Lurline’s Amazons, and the 
combat of the female band with the ruffians 
whom the treacherous seneschal and Count 
| Calimanco (Mr. Eburne), the rival of Sir 
Rupert, have engaged to murder the latter, 
elicited warm applause from an attentive and 
not overcrowded audience. Mrs. Mellon 
looked and acted the young German spend- 
thrift capitally; and Mr. J. L. ‘Tvole, as the 
vindictive gloomy seneschal, had one of those 
parts which he renders so closely his own.— 
Miss Swanborough, the proprietress of the 
STRAND, has been very fortunate in producing 
an excellent extravaganza, taken from the 
story of William Tell. ‘The characters are ably 
filled by Miss Charlotte Saunders, who has, 
since her engagement at the Strand, regularly 
established herself as one of the principal 
| popular favourites. She appeared to great ad- 
vantage in the character of Tell. Her ‘““ make- 
|up” was masterly. Miss M. Oliver, who 
looked in her rustic dress more than ordi- 
narily handsome, and Miss Marie Wilton 
(who was as prettily saucy as ever), played 
their respective roles with much point and 
verve. ‘They received a tremendous encore 
in a parody of the well-known “ L’Elisir 
d’Amore” duet, which was really a clever 
effort of vocalisation. Mr. Clarke and Mr. 
Rogers, as the tyrant and toady, as usual, 
| delighted the spectators, whose risible facul- 
| ties were alike excited by the enormous wig 
worn by the latter gentleman in the early 
portion of the piece, and his forlorn appear- 
| ance on losing that capillary attraction during 
| his misfortune in the lake. Mrs. Selby offered 
a sufficieutly comic contrast to her spouse ; 
| while Misses Lavine and Bufton made all 
that could be made of two minor characters. 
In the market scene, a pretty ballet diver- 
tissement is introduced, in which Miss Rosina 
| Wright made her first appearance, and dis- 
| played her accustomed agility and grace. 
The mounting of the piece reflects great 
credit on the management; the last scene, in 
| particular, being a very brilliant affair.— 
AstLey’s: The pantomime is full of sporting 
effects and incidents, and entitled Harlequin 
Old Towler and the Goddess Diani; or, This 
| Day a Stag shall Die. It is written by 
| Mr. Nelson Lee, with parodies by Mr. R. 
| Phillips. The action commences in Bac- 
| chanalia, where Pan (Mr. Raymond) arrives 
| during a revel, mounted on a real buffalo, 
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direct from India. ‘The Fairy Progression | 


(Miss Kate Carson) next makes her appear- | 


ance, and urges them to provide the Christ- | 
mas pantomime, exhibiting in a tableau the 
subject of “Old Towler,” which is accordingly 
adopted. Tom Moody is the lover of the 
charming Patty, the daughter of Old Towler, 
whom the Fairy Progression takes under her 
protection. She summoned the fairy police to 
protect the lovers, and thwart the designs of 
Old Squire Gameagola, who seeks to wed 
Patty. They depart to inform the Goddess 
Diana of their plans, and we are transported 
to “ Diana’s Retreat, in the Land of Fairy 
Sports,” where they await the arrival of the 
Queen, who comes in her car drawn by fairy 
palfreys, and commands Pomona and her sub- 
jects to aid the lovers. Old Towler comes 
in at the death, and claims the stag’s antlers, 
which brings us to the grand transformation 
scene of “ ‘The Palace of Progress and Land 
of Charmed Palfreys,” where Mr. Nelson 
Lee’s comic budget follows. The harle- 


quinade is supported by Mr. Hildebrant, 
Clown; Mr. Abbot, Pantaloon; Mr. Richarde, 
Harlequin ; Malle. Mazzoni, Columbine ; 
and a whole family of India-rubber Sprites. 
—Sranparv: Mr, Douglass is one of 


the managers that takes time by the fore- 
lock, and gets up all his pieces with ease 
and judgment, and never fails to produce 
novel and splendid effects in his panto- 
mimes. The title of the Christmas bur- 
lesque pantomimic opening at the above 
theatre has been taken from the inexhaustible 
store of rhymes the nursery has so frequently 
furnished, and is called Mary Mary, Quite 
Contrary, How Does Your Garden Grow ? 
or, Harlequin Silver Bells, Cockle Shells 
and Primroses all of a Row. The Spirit 
of Pantomime is discovered, with attendant 
sprites, in “ The Halls of Christmas Cheer,” 
aud commences by changing the abode of 
Christmas Cheer to “ The Floral Bowers and 
Palace of King Sunflower,” lighted for a fete 
King Sunflower and Queen Hollyhock are 
thrown into great consternation by their son, 
Sweetwilliam, informing them that he intends 
going to see his true love, Mistress Mary, 
whose affections he has gained in the dis- 
guise of a sailor boy. Vain are the solicita- 
tions of King, Queen, and Court ; the Prince 
turns a deat ear to all, aud departs in his 
palm-leaf canoe for the land where dwells 
his love, whom we find in her “ Garden, ad- 
joining the Cottage of her Father, Farmer 


| him. 
| return of Sweetwilliam, who induces her to 





Gobblegoggle,” where, while bewailing the | 


absence of her love, his rival, the Bold Black 
Buccaneer, Captain Hans Amsterdamdam- 
dammer, appears, and claims the fulfilment of 
her father’s promise to bestow her hand on 
Her fears are, however, calmed by the 


elope with him. The enraged father and 
captain pursue the fugitives. The good fairy, 
Emeraldine, who protects the lovers, appears 
in her “ Fairy Home of Flowers and Valley 
of Ferns” (in which seventy artistes ap- 
pear), and invokes the aid of her sisters of 
the"elements to guard the lovers from the 
vengeance of Amsterdamdamdammer. ‘The 
above is a short sketch of the plot; and 
the scenery of the opening has been painted 
by Mr. Wilson, of the Theatre Royal, Drury 
Lane. The harlequinade embraces the fol- 
lowing artistes :—Mr. W. Smith, Harlequin ; 
Miss Agnes Livermore, Columbine ; Sprites, 
by the Brothers Juan Felix Carlo ; Panta- 
loon, Mr. H. Martin; and Clown, by the 
renowned Buck, — QueEn’s: Harlequin 
Blue Beard, the Great Basham; or, The 
Enchanted Chamber and the Fairies of 
the Silver Palace of the Sea, is the title of 
the pantomime here. The opening, written 
by Mr. W. E. Suter, is, as the title indicates, 
a burlesque adaptation of the well-known 
nursery story, The scenery is, as usual, from 
the pencil of Mr. C. J. James, the lessee. 
The transformation scene, “The Silver Palace 
ofethe Sea, and Translucent Abode of the 
Water Spirits,” is a beautiful specimen of the 
art. The pantomimic characters are thus filled: 
—Harlequin, Mr. Fortune ; Columbine, Miss 
Fanny Douglas; Pantaloon, Mr. Crosby ; 
Clown, Mr. Rowells. 


TesTimonrAL.—The Company of the Princess’s 
Theatre have presented to Mr. Harris, the re- 
spected lessee, a splendid silver claret jug and 
salver, as an acknowledgment of the great urbanity 
and kindness he has uniformly manifested during 
the time the house has been under his management. 

Panromimic CostumMes.—We are informed that 
most of the London and provincial managers have 
avuiled themselves of the extensive assortment of 
costumes of Mr. May, of Bow-street, while this 
enterprizing individual has sent large packages to 
the Cape of Good Hope and Australia. 

Ws reler our readers to our advertising columns, 
wherein they wiil observe an advertisement of a 
performance at the London Mechanics’ Institu- 
tion on Monday the 9th, by the clever authoress, 
Mrs. Holcroft. Her little dramas are cleverly 
written, and very entertaining ; particularly those 
entitled ‘* Fstelle,” and ‘“* My Husband’s Secret.” 
Managers of theatres would find the pieces 
worthy of their attention, to be acted between the 
play and afterpiece. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


Howne.— You have not kept your promise. 

F. W. AnunpLE.—We ought to have been made ac- 

—— with the circumstances long ago. 

J.—If we attend we must have stamps for our cab 

are, 

- Weap.— We fully expected to have heard from 

you long before this. It is not using us well. 

oTIcE.— In our next number we propose giving a 

most interesting tale, to be written by Mr. W. 

Fletcher. 

Norice.—The twentieth volume is now complete, and 
can be had at our office, 35, Lower Rosoman-street, 

f Clerkenwell; Lacy, Strand; and our Publisher's, 
29, Holywell-street, Strand. Price 4s. 6d. 

®.* The publication of our “ Annual Theatrical Re- 
trospect,” by “ BW. W.," is unavoidably deferred 

+ until our next issue, 
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TO OUR READERS. 


It is customary—and a very agreeable one 
it is—to devote a few words to our kind 
friends, subscribers, and our many readers, 
and to thank them at the conclusion of every 
successive year for the liberal patronage we 
have been favoured with during the past 
twelve months. It is not necessary, after 
twenty years’ labour, to recapitulate the dogs 
either of the past or present. Our readers 
are the best judges of the merits of our little 











work. However, we trust we may be allowed 
to say we have been impartial in all our 
criticisms, both as regards authors, actors, and 
managers, well knowing the great difficulties 
each have to contend with, particularly the 
latter. Our object has been to give faithful 
and true reports, so that the public may not 
be deceived, and that they may go to any 
place of amusement unprejudiced, and judge 
for themselves as to the merits of what they 
see or hear; for ours is but a single opinion, 
and the only advantage we can boast of is 
that we have had more than half a century’s 





close experience in matters connected with 
the drama and public amusements; so that | 
we hope.we are in some measure qualified to | 
give an opinion that may guide our readers | 
in the right direction. 

We have devoted a very considerable por- 
tion of our columns during the past year to 
amateur performances, for two reasons—first, 


to give the rising aspirant a stimulus to im- 
prove himself by any hints we may suggest, to 


| fit him for the regular profession; secondly, by 


there being no other medium through which 
these doings are noticed, the regular papers 
of the day not deigning to give publicity of 
their performances. But whilst we have 
done this, we have never neglected the regular 
theatres, always taking especial care to notice 
new pieces, fresh actors, and revivals. We 
are indebted to Some very able correspondents, 
to whom we beg to return our grateful thanks 
for their liberal communications. We beg, 
also, to thank the managers of the metro- 
politan theatres for the information they have 
been pleased to give us upon all occasions ; 
not forgetting those who keep minor establish- 
ments, and the many members of various 
clubs who practise at such institutions. To 
the public in general we beg to tender our 
grateful acknowledgments for their liberal 
patronage, assuring them that our ardour will 
be increased this year in procuring every in- 
formation relative to the Drama worthy of 
their notice, trusting, at the same time, the 
Drama may flourish in this country to a greater 
extent than it has ever done, particularly as 
Royalty has set so noble and encouraging an 
example by patronizing the Drama at Windsor 
Castle and elsewhere. 





EVILS OF THE PENNY THEATRE. 
By B. W. W. 


Penny Theatres (vulgarly termed “ gaffs” 
by the fraternity that frequent them) are a 
ban to society, for whilst they are obnoxious to 
the contemplation of the more elevated classes, 
they hold out an inducement for bad and low 
practices,* which have a peculiar fascination 
amongst the small fry of the poorer ones; and 
from observations we have made and incidents 
we have noted, we are quite satisfied that the 
injury done to the well-being and the morality 
of the juvenile classes by their bare existence 
is considerable, and that to untutored minds 
they are direct inculcators of vice. 

A “penny show” is the very incentive to 
the younger branches of our humbler classes 
to procure a “penny” to see its calabastic 
and gymnastic wonders, for the simple reason 
that the charge is so small; and for the sole 
gratification of that morbid appetite, it is a 
stubborn fact (though we regret much to say 


* A species of inebriation, known by the logical 


— of “ Laughing Gas,” well illustrates this 
act. 
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so) many of them do not scruple whether they 
procure the “ penny” honestly or not. The 
system is bad—is rotten at the core—and the 
consequent injury done by these “ gaffs” to 
the profession of which this journal is the 
expositor is incalculable; and need it be 
wondered at? It is the existence of such 
low and disreputable exhibitions that bring 
down discredit upon every species of public 
amusement. 

In truth, the legality of permitting the 
“penny” theatre to exist as a stereotyped 
commodity should be stoutly denounced. We 
have sufficient balderdash and mountebankism 
at fair-times; the metropolis needs them not. 
Things too cheaply vised must fall short of 
propriety somewhere—if not in the represen- 
tations, in the pay of the actors, who are the 
representators—and this leads us to suspect 
that the introduction of threepenny galleries 
can scarcely be remunerative to the manager 
or his company. It is a practice, however, 
which, instituted at first by one or two parties, 
has since been compulsorily followed by others. 
If the public desired to be amused, they 
should with equal consistency pay for the 
amusement so desired; and surely any one 
seeking a night’s entertainment can scarcely 
grudge sixpence for the pastime, and sixpence 
is no more than what would ensure a fair 
return into the manager’s treasury, and enable 
him to make a like fair return into the pockets 
of the actors whom he employs, and the rest 
of the numerous corps which must of a neces- 
sity be attached to a theatre. 

To resume. We remember once to have 
entered one of those penny metropolitan 
shows, where the whole batch of the per- 
formers (there were several of them) were 
absolutely and indisputably intoxicated, one 
of them being an athletic fellow, who balanced 
half-hundred weights about on his feet, in 
his teeth, and in his hands, to the imminent 
danger of not only doing himself some injury 
but some of the motley company there assem- 
bled in close proximity to him; which audience 
was for the most part children, many of them 
not being above the age of twelve, and 
assembled here to see the antics of a certain 

* Spider,” who seemed very familiar to them, 
and who performed feats of contortion and 
gymnasia. Another great attraction was a 
sailor, with a slight moustache on the upper 
lip (which, by the by, was regarded by the 
juvenile sight-seers as a very naval-like de- 


songs; then there was a clown)“ Stale) flat, 
and unprofitable” in all he did, Who was 
neither a buffoon nor a zany, but a boor. 
Added to this, a child was so tutored that she 
could convert herself into a dame of 95, and 
totter, 


“ Sans eyes, sans teeth, sans everything,” 


up and down the dilapidated flooring of the 
shop and parlour knocked into one; which, 
added to the fact that she sang “I’m ninety- 
five, I’m ninety-five,” &c., served infinitely 
to dole out to the patrons of this attractive 
exhibition of arts. 

What are the proper authorities about that 
they do not clear away the film which ob- 
structs their vision, hiding from them the 
fact that it is such low exhibitions that beget 
recipients in petto for our jails. In justice, 
however, we must acknowledge that a foray 
was made a short time since in the neigh- 
bourhood of King’s Cross, when a motley 
company of performers were marched through 
the streets to the lock-up in their regimentals; 
but in this intance interference was made 
solely upon the ground that the entertainment 
partook of dramatic representation, and was 
therefore an infringement upon the Dramatic 
Act. Such distinctions smack only of the 
ingredient which Mr. Burchell declared the 
conversation of the five ladies at Dr. Prim- 
rose’s did, and that is “ Fudge !” 





SOHO THEATRE. 


The Christmas fare at this house was of 
the first order, consisting of the favourite 
drama of “Don Cesar de Bazan,” and the 
new burlesque and pantomime entitled “‘ Har- 
lequin Billy Taylor; or, the Fairies of the 
Elfin Grove.” r. Dacre’ Baldie carried off 
the palm as Don Cesar de Bazan, and Mrs. 
Henderson met with a very flattering recep- 
tion as Maritana, which she rendered in a 
pleasing and artistic manner. The rest of 
the parts were done justice to by the com- 
pany. The great card, of course, was the 
pantomime, the opening of which was hailed 
with glee by a house crowded to the ceiling, 
Although Mr. Mowbray has not been quite 
so happy in the selection of his subject as 
last year, he has yet made as much of it as 
the materials at hand afforded: the dialogue 
is capitally written, and the “ hits” are broad 
and good. Miss Julia Norton—who appears 
in a monstre crinoline—creates much amuse- 





coration), who sung with great gusto, “A 
Life on the Ocean Wave,” and other nautical 


ment by her humorous and characteristic per- 


formance as Mary Wagstaff. This lady also 






‘ 


6 THE THEATRICAL JOURNAL. 














acquits herself admirably in the parodies 
appertaining to the part—‘ The Heart and 
Hand,” “ Camptown Races” (duet with Mrs. 


Firth); “We are coming, Billy Taylor;” | 


“The Soho Volunteers,” “Chip Chow,” 
&c., &c. This lady’s singing constitutes one 


of the first features of the entertainment. | 
Mrs. Firth, who is an accomplished actress, | 
appears to much advantage as Billy Taylor. | 
She has a very pleasing face, a good figure, | 


and very expressive action. She also possesses 
a clear and sweet voice, and acquits herself 
in the duets with Miss Julia Norton with 
much ability and credit. Mr. Shirley gives 
a forcible portraiture of Inspector Carolus 
Bullseye, carrying out his rivalry with Billy 
Taylor with the earnestness of a Brandon. 
Miss Rose Ellington acts with much archness 
and vivacity as Kitty Queerly, and looks 
quite fascinating. Credit is also due to this 
lady for her vocal abilities. The Fairies of 
the “ Elfin Grove” are given much life and 
colour to by a group of young damsels; 
amongst the most prominent of whom is 
Miss Jenny Beckett, whose artistic terpsi- 
chorean feats are witnessed with admiration. 
The scenery, by Messrs. Mounser and Mills, 


is very prettily and tastefully executed—“ A | 


Garden and Balcony” (by moonlight), and 
“The Elfin Grove” (by starlight) most 


especially so. The harlequinade, invented 
and arranged by Mr. T. W. Beckett, is quite 
on a par with this gentleman’s former efforts : 
the tricks and traps are full of fun and jollity. 
Mr. Harry Matthews is a most agile Harle- 
quin and a clever dancer. Miss White is 
also an enchanting little Columbine, and 
acquits herself to the great satisfaction of the 
audience. Lots of fun and roars of laughter 
are, of course, created by the antics of Mr. 
George Beckett, in the motley role of Clown; 
and a “spade dance,” executed with the 
nicest effect by this young but clever artiste, is 
indicative of the first talent. Mr. Frederick 
Gaywell is a good Pantaloon, and some 
credit is attached to Masters Welsh and 
Green for their acrobatic feats as the two 
** Sprites of the Golden Flame.” B. W. W. 
ECLECTIC HALL, 

The tragedy of “‘ Hamlet” and the melo- 
drama of the “ Bear Hunters” was a private 
entertainment here on Friday last. Mr. 
Ridout, who sustained the part of Hamlet, is 
improving since we last saw him. He was 
well acquainted with the text, and delivered 
many of the passages correctly. He wants to 





be well played up to, and to have his feelings 
‘aroused. He lacks dignity and stage busi- 
ness, and should use more action during the 
delivery of the soliloquies; nevertheless, he 
was far superior to many amateurs in the 
character. The Polonius of Mr. Wharton 
was not devoid of merit; it was rather prosy, 
and he dropped his voice at the end of the 
sentences, so that he became inaudible. 
However, he was very correct, and we have 
no doubt he has played the part frequently, 
as he was well up in the part. Mr. Percy 
seems a young debutante, and chose a very 
up-hill part in Claudius. It requires a fine 
figure and a strong voice to give effect to 
such a character, neither of which he possesses. 
He delivered the speeches in a clear and 
distinct tone, and showed an intellectual mind, 
blended with education. Laertes is a nice 
juvenile tragedy part, and was well suited to 
Mr. Lester, who acted with spirit and vigour. 
He has a bad habit of stooping, which he 
should avoid. Mr. Foster was well up in 
the character of Horatio, and went through 
the character very creditably. Mr. Seyton 
was totally inaudible as the Ghost; and the 
less we speak of him the better. ‘The other 
characters were respectably sustained. Miss 
Vining was an interesting Ophelia, but she 
| should make herself better acquainted with 
the music in the mad scene. Mrs. Campbell 
never looked so well in any character as the 
Queen, and the oftener she assumes such 
characters the more she will add to her repu- 
| tation as an actress. The dresses by Mr. 
| Harrison deserve especial notice ; and Mr. 
| Flexman, the proprietor, has added some 
| very well painted new scenery. 

| The “Bear Hunters” was well acted 
| 

| 

| 








throughout. Messrs. Ross and Miller are 
deserving of particular notice in the characters 
of Garibet and Estevan ; they acted with 
| vigour and a powerful effect. Mr. Kennedy 
_is a clever low comedian, who was in every 
respect equal to the character he undertook, 
| and caused the risible muscles of the audi- 
| ence to be kept in motion whenever he was 
| upon the stage. Indeed, all the male cha- 
racters were well done; and Miss Sydney 
acted in a sensitive and clever manner in the 
character of Aline. The other characters, 
by Mesdames Evans, Meadows, and Camp- 
bell, were effectively personified. 





Haymarket.—Mr. Buckstone has now entered 
his second season of five years at the Haymarket 
Theatre; last Thursday evening being the four 
hundredth night of the present one. 
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Cheatrical Gossip, 


New Dramatic AtmManac.—Mr. Henry Butler, 
dramatic agent, Broad-court, Bow-street, has just 
published his Theatrical Almanac for the present 
year. It contains every event relative to theatri- 
cal matters ; also the autograph of Shakspeare, 
with many anecdotes of bygone days, a list of 
provincial and foreign theatres, and a map show- 
ing the nearest route to all the provincial theatres 
in England, Ireland, and Scotland. No manager 
or actor should be without it. 

Tue Royat Potyrecunic, REGENT STRERT.— 
Angus Fairbairn and the Misses Bennett, the 
popular Scottish Singers, are engaged at the above 
Institution, and appear nightly in their highly 
interesting Scottish Musical Entertainment. In 
most cases what is termed a musical lecture is a 
bore, for the simple reason that our singers gene- 
rally have nothing to say about their songs worth 
listening to. Angus Fairbairn, we are happy to 
say, is a decided exception to this rule; for 
whether his song be of ‘Scots wha hae wi’ 
Wallace bled?” or “ Bonnie Prince Charlie,” or 
of that cantanckerous couple who had such a 
difference about the ‘‘Barrin’ o’ the door,” he has 
some remark, sentiment, or anecdote finely in 
keeping, and calculated to render the song more 
interesting. The Misses Bennett possess voices 
of unequal power. The soprano, Miss M. A. 
Bennett, is the principal vocalist, and has a voice 
equal to express all the passion and energy of 
Scotland’s heroic minstrelsy. Her interpretation 
of “ Cam ye by Athol?” or the celebrated cha- 
racteristic song of ‘Caller herrin,” is not to be 
surpassed in musical declamation. Miss E. 
Bennett makes up for a lack of great vocal power 
by her exquisite pianoforte playing; while in 
some tender domestic songs, such as “ John 
Anderson, my jo,” she appears{to great advantage. 
Altogether, we know of no musical entertainment 
now before the public more instructive and 
amusing than the Scottish songs of Angus ‘¥air- 
bairn and the Misses Bennett. 





Hottoway’s OINTMENT AND Pitts ConsTANT 
Compantoxs.—In every climate travellers may re- 
pose implicit confidence in the curative powers of 
these two remedies. They are procurable in 
every country. Armed with them, he faces danger 
with fortitude, and repels the attacks of disease 
with certainty. Holloway’s Ointment, used in ac- 
cordance with the printed directions, will cure al- 
wounds, sores, swellings, and external disorders] 
For fever, diarrhcea, bowel complaints of all kinds. 
and bilious headache, no medicine proves so con, 
stantly efficient as Holloway’s Purifying Pills- 
which relieve at once and soon cure. The un, 
failing success of this treatment has been incon- 
testibly proved by the numbers it has saved, after 
the most approved medicines, most skilfully pre- 
scribed, had long been taken in vain. 





HIGHBURY BARN. 


i magnificent Hall is open every evening for 
Public Music and Dancing, from Eight till half- 
past Eleven, to one of the best Bands in London, 
Admission, Oae Shilling. 








Health for all Mankind. 


\ greatest benefactors of mankind are those who 
devote their time and study to the alleviation of 
distress ; who extract from Nature her choicest gifts, 
and by scientific application of them renew the wast- 
ing energies of humanity. Such was old Dr. Jacob 
Townsend, of America, one of the Howards of medi- 
cine, who sought out suffering that he might relieve 
the sufferer; and whose preparations of Sarsaparilla 
for all diseases arising from a vitiated state of the 
vital fluid, after standing the test of more than half 
acentury, are now appreciated as the perfection of 
medical skill. American Company’s Warehouse, 248, 
Strand, London; every bottle and box bearing the 
signatures of J. J. Haliday and Co., Proprietors, to 
imitate which is felony. Beware of imitations. 


In the Press.—Price Sixpence, 


UTLER’S DRAMATIC ALMANAC and 

THEATRICAL DIRECTORY for 1860. 

To be continued annually. Edited by John A. 
Heraud. Published by T. H. Lacy. 

Mr. Henry Butler, being possessed of some 
curious documents in relation to Shakspeare, the 
Stage, Dramatic Authors, and Theatrical Artistes, 
has determined on resuming the publication of his 
“ Almanac” for the ensuing year; and is Pa 
add that he has been able to avail himself of Mr. 
Heraud’s assistance in annotating and arranging the 
materials. Address, Henry Butler, 21, Bow-street 
Covent Garden, London ; marked private “ Almanac.” 


SHAKSPEARE FOR THE MILLION! 


ILLOUGHBY’S Cheap and Popular Edition 
of Shakespeare, each play complete and un- 
abridged. Price Twopence. List of the plays :— 








1. Macbeth 18. Hamlet (with a por- 
2. The Merchantof Venice trait of Shakspeare) 
3. Julius Cesar 19. Othello 

4. King John 20. The Comedy of Errors 


5. The Tempest 

6. A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream 

7. Twelfth Night 

8 The Merry Wives of 


21. Romeo and Juliet 
22 King Henry IV. pt. 1 
23. = that Ends 


e 
24. King Henry IV. pt. 2. 





Windsor 
9. As You Like It 
10. Measure for Measure 


25. King Henry V. 
26. King Henry VI. pt. 1 
27. King Henry V1. pt. 2 
11. Kiog Richard II. 28. King Henry VI. Pt 3 
12. A Winter’s Tale 29. King Henry VII 
13. Much Ado About No-| 30. King Lear 

thing 81. Titus Andronicus 
14.Two Gentlemen of | 32. King Richard IIL. 


Verona 33. Pericles 
15. The Taming of the| 34. Cymbeline 
Shrew 35. Antony & Cleopatra 


16._Timon of Athens 36. Troilus and Cressida 

17. Love’s Labour’s Lost | 37. Coriolanus 

38. Life of Shakspeare 

London: Willoughby & Co., 26, Smithfield. Sold 
by Henry Lea, 22, Warwick-lane. 


J. W. CHATER, 
Advertising Agent, Grainger Street, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, 

ESPECTFULLY calls the attention of Public 
Companies and Advertisers in general to the ad- 
vantages to be derived by entrusting their favours to 
his care and judgment. His extensive correspondence 








with the Press places him in a position to impart 
such information as will tend to cement a connection 
which may prove mutually valuable. — 

Fall particulars to be obtained relating to the cha- 
racter, circulation, and eligibility of the different 
newspapers published throughout the kingdom, 

PRINTING IN ALL ITS BRANCHES. 
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THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ROOMS, 
High Holborn, 
(Formerly Casino de Venise). 

HIS Establishment, pre-eminently distinguished 

for the elegance and matchless beauty of its de- 

corations, combined with the perfection of its manage- 

ment, is open every evening. The celebrated band, 

under the direction of Mr. W. M. Packer, plays a 

nightly varied selection of the most,approved classical 

and modern music. Doors open at half-past eight; 

overture at nine; closing at twelve punctually. 
Admission, 1s. 





PUPILS FOR THE STAGE 


l «~~ Instructed and completed for the 

Theatrical Profession by Mr. Edward Stirliog, 
Stage Manager at the Royal English Opera, Covent 
Garden, and for twenty years Manager, Author, and 
Actor of the Theatres Royal, Drury Lane, Covent 
Garden, Lyceum, Strand, Adelphi, Olympic, and 
Surrey Theatres. Letters addressed to Mr. E. Stir- 
ling, Stage-door, Royal English Opera, Covent Gar- 
den, or Theatre Royal, Drury Lane, will be punctually 
attended to, 


LONDON MECHAWNIOS’ INSTITUTION, 
29, Southampton-buildings,Chancery-lane. 


XTRA NIGHT, Monday, January 9, 1860.— 
Drawing-room Entertainment will be 
given at the above Institution, in which MRS. 
EMILIUS HOLCROFT, Miss S. Baddeley, Miss 
Louisa Stuart, Mr. R. Carter, Mr. ~ Upton, 
Mr. Huttula, Mr. Crawte, and Mr. H. J. Gaskill 
will appear; also one or two new Candidates for 
ublic favour. The Entertainment will comprise 
usic, Singing, and Dramatic Recitals; also Read- 
ings from Mrs. Holcrofi’s pieces, “ Fstelle’ and 
“ My Husband’s Secret.” Pianist, Mr. Henry Lister. 
Admission, ls. All purchasers of Tickets for the 
above will receive Gratuitous Admission to a “ Full 
Dress’ Performance of Mrs. Holcroft’s popular 
Comedietta, “CHARLES KING,” and other Enter- 
tainments, supported chiefly by Members of the 
London Mechanics’ Institution Elocution Class. 
Tickets of Miss Bookless, Stationery Warehouse, 
24, Middle-row, Holborn; at the Institution ; and of 
Miss Stuart, 23, Goswell-road. 
As no more Tickets will be issued than the Theatre 
can conveniently hold, an early application is 
desirable. 








PIMLICO AMATEUR DRAMATIO 
SCOIETY. 

U NDER the entire Management of Mr. RICHARD 
PEPPER.— Meetings of the above Society will 

take place every Tuesday evening, from seven till 

ten, at Mr. W. B. Turpin’s, “The Lord High Ad- 

miral,” Vauxhall Bridge-read, Pimlico, S.W. Gentle- 

men wishing to join will find this an excellent oppor- 

tunity. 





BHARRISON’S 
Theatrical Gostume Warehouse, 


$1, Bow-street, W.C., opposire THE Roya. 
ITALIAN OPERA. 


Qa New and Costly Costumes lent 
for Amateur Performances, Costume Balls, 
&c., and made to order. Scenery, Flags, and De- 
corations lent on the most reasonable terms, in Town 
or Country. Ladies’ Costumes of every description, 
in velvets, — brocades, &c., for sale or hire, and 
made to order by Mrs. Harrison, Theatrical Cos. 
tumier to the principal ladies in the profession. 


Copy the Address,—Harrison, 31, Bow-street. 





MADAME TUSSAUD’S EXHIBITION, 


T the BAZAR, BAKER STREET.—Portrait 

dels of characters of great interest at the 

resent period :—His Holiness the Pope, Napoleon 

fil, the Emperor of Austria, the King of Sardinia, 

the King of Naples, Garibaldi, and Baron Poerio. 

Admission, 1s.; extta room, 6d. Open from eleven 
till ten. 








To Actors, Amateurs, and the Public. 


ICKARDS, 8, Upper Wellington-street, 
J ° Covent-garden, begs to inform gentlemen 
in the profession they may be suited at any honr 
with Wigs, Moustaches, and Beards, suitable for any 
character. 


Amateur Clubs and private families waited upon 
on the shortest notice. 


ECLECTIC HALL. 
J. FLEXMAN 


EGS to announce to the Amateur Public that he 
has made great alterations and improvements 
in his theatre, which has made it the most complete 
theatre in London for private performances, having 
a raised stage of three feet six inches, sixteen feet 
wide, thirteen feet high ; drop curtain, with a depth 
of stage twenty-seven feet ; dressing-rooms with every 
comfort for ladies and gentlemen. The Theatre 
to be Let on moderate terms. The following casts 
of plays and farces are being made up :—* Hamlet,’ 
“ William Tell,” and the “ Bear Hunters,” for which 
a few characters are to dispose of. Any gatos 
wishing to take a part in either of the above can do 
so by applying at the Hall, at any hour, 18, Denmark- 
street, Crown-street, Soho. Any lady or gentleman 
wishing to become a member of the Eclectic Club 
can do so by applying at the Hall, at any time— 
terms Is. 6d. per week, ——. stage dresses ; 
Manager, Mr. J. P. Brown. The Club meets every 
Friday evening, from eight to eleven. 





Persons wishing to play must apply at the Hall, 
personally, on Friday next. 


Costumier to the Theatre, Mr. Harrison, Bow-street 


All communications oe ym stamp if an answer 
is required) to be addressed to J. Flexman, 18, Den- 
mark-street, Crown-street, Soho. 





Rejoice ye Children of the Thespian Art. 


AMUEL MAY, Theatrical Tailor, 35, Bow-street 
Covent Garden, will be glad to treat with Ladies 
and Gentlemen engaged in amateur performances 
for the sale or hire of Stage Costume. A large assort- 
ment ofevery necessary for the same. Wardrobes 
made to order. Persons about to follow the profession 
will do well to give Mr. May an order for their outfit; 
costume, character, elegance, economy, and punc- 
tuality all studied. 


Mind the address, Samuel May, 35, Bow-street. 


Printed by J. T. Picksuan, 35, Lower Rosoman-street, 
Clerkenwell. 

Published every Wednesday Afternoon, at Twelve o’clock, 
by Vickers, 28, Holywell-street, Strand, and W. J. Kelly, 
Gray’s Inn Gateway, Holborn, for the Proprietor, 
Mr. W. Bestow; «nd Sold by J. Allen, Warwick-lane; 
Harris, Blackfriars-road; Gilbert, Paternoster-row ; 
Harris, Cross-court, Bow-street, Covent-garden; Pur- 
kess, 60, Compton-street, Soho; Lacy, Bookseller, 
Strand; J. G. Hopcroft, 14, Little Queen-street, 
Holborn ; and all Booksellersand Newsvendors.—To be 
had, by order, in any of the Provincial Towns. 

All communications for the Editor to be forwarded to the 
Printer, 85, Lower Rosoman- street, Clerkenwell, 
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